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La Touche [?]* was taken out, he was dazzled by sunlight and [asked]
to be sent back to his cell. In the same way, having remained in a
dark room for so long, we cannot bear the light.

WILL FINGER-IMPRESSIONS BE INTRODUCED ELSEWHERE?

For my part, I believe that finger-impressions will be introduced
in many Colonies. Nor do I see anything objectionable in this. It
all depends upon the manner in which they are introduced. Shall I
refuse to act out of my free choice for fear that the action may be made
compulsory in future ? Would it be wrong to serve a friend who is ill,
fearing that in future he might exact this service from me? While in
gaol I cleaned latrines of my own accord. That did not lead anyone
to force me [to do so again]. If the officials had tried to, they would
have got a ready retort. I take it to be cowardice to refuse to do some-
thing good in itself for fear that it might become compulsory in future.

This should be enough. All these arguments have been advanced
earlier, if not in this form, in some other form. They should be studied
closely, and we must resolve in our own minds that Hindus and Muslims
will always stick together. They ought not always to be suspicious
[of one another]. We will take every step warily. We will not be
foolhardy. Only if we conduct ourselves in this manner shall we become
a single people, and go forward; otherwise we shall be blown apart,
like a cloud, by the gentlest breath of wind.

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 29-2-1908
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March 3, 1908

THE EDITOR,
INDIAN OPINION

SIR,                                                               i

The honour of the Indian community has been vindicated and a
great victory won. It has earned the admiration of the world and gained
more prestige. During the early stages of the struggle the white
population of the Transvaal and South Africa laughed at the community,
and it was only after the movement had gathered momentum that those
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